Corvallis High School

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE; PREPARATION FOR THE FUTURE

Dear Parents,

Greetings! We're deep into the 2nd half of Fall Semester and I'm pleased to report that staff
and students continue to impress all of us with their hard work and caring, respectful efforts
towards one another.

School report cards-- not student cards, but the report cards issued by the state of
Oregon telling you about our performance—are due to come home to you in early December.
High test score performance (especially when weighed against statewide and comparable
schools), improving attendance rates, good behavior ratings and steady high rates of student
performance are the basic highlights. “Satisfactory” is the overall grade that is based more
heavily on “improvement” over the last two years. Our site council/ department chairs/ staff
and parent connection groups have all had an opportunity to look at the details. We are
committed to maintaining our overall high performances in reading, math and writing. We
also are taking more steps to improve the performance of those students who are not meeting
state standards, especially focusing on improving reading and math work and making better
connections for students with limited English proficiency or with learning disabilities. We
welcome your thoughts and input regarding the report card and CHS’ overall performance.

Construction-- as we move into late November, I am pleased to announce that: 1) We
have the use of the new athletic field/ artificial surface for school classes and practices. We
are immensely grateful to OSU for allowing our final football game to be played at Reser
Stadium, on campus, in lieu of playing on a very muddy CV field; 2) The theater will be “signed
oft” to us for use and occupancy, perhaps as soon as 11/23; 3) North T building (woodshop,
ceramics, and drafting) will in all likelihood be available for CHS students on 11/30. 4) AT
South (automotive, fine arts, marine science and horticulture, construction) is scheduled
for completion mid-December so that we can move into the space over winter break; 5) the
parking lot has been totally paved, as of 11/18, and will be striped and released for parking, we
hope, by 11/28.

Detail work will continue over the rest of the year, including adjustments to the energy
efficient lighting and heating/air conditioning systems. But, the most important point through
this all—we are very fortunate to have a very nice school in which to learn, work and play.
Thank you to the Corvallis community for its support of our schools and students. Thank you
to the students and staff who have been very patient and understanding in working through
the “move”

Budget Needs-- As nice as it is to have a beautiful new school, we have the all-to-familiar
paradox in 509] of not having adequate operating revenues to meet the needs of our students
and expectations of our community. The building bond money has very limited uses — building
construction and technology, furniture and equipment that will last for an extended length of
time. I have asked staff to pull together a “wish list” for their most pressing needs to make it
through this school year. We will be publishing that list through our listserv mailing and we
appreciate your generous response at whatever level you can provide.

Alcohol-- “Tjust don’t want us to have to bury one or more of our students, Jay, before we
wake up and tackle this problem that impacts the entire community” Those are the words of a
CHS student’s father who was expressing the concerns of many parents, staff and community
members over the growing use and abuse of alcohol by teens, in Corvallis and across the
country. Risk of serious injury, traffic accidents, civil liability for injuries to others, binge
drinking, alcoholism, poor academic performance, risk of sexual attack, and criminal records
from acts done while intoxicated—all are the likely results of teenage drinking according to
national and local experts. We share responsibility — students, parents, school and community,
alike-- for these results. We at CHS are stepping forward to help focus on the problem and to
search for possible solutions. We will be devoting an upcoming Parent Connection evening
meeting to a roundtable information and discussion night, including guests from Benton
County Mental Health and Law Enforcement. Please watch your emails for details.

Caring and supporting-- “I just appreciate the atmosphere, the attitude, the caring and
respectful environment, the challenging academics and valuable activities you're school is
giving my son in his first year at CHS” That’s from a 9th grader’s dad recently—it reflects what
staff and students are aiming for and what we are all grateful for. Thank you—students, staff
and parents—for your work and support of CHS. Have a safe and peaceful December!

—Jay Conroy, Principal
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Dates to Remember

Dec3  CHS Grand Opening

Dec3  Winter Formal Dance
Dec6  College Financial Aid Night
Dec7  NHSInduction

Dec 8 Parent Connection - noon
Dec 14 Spaghetti Dinner

Dec 15 Winter Concert

Dec 19-Jan 2 WINTER HOLIDAY

Jan20  After-Game Dance
Jan25 CHS/LPMS Jazz Band Concert
Jan 30-Feb 1 FINALS

Feb2-3 NO SCHOOL
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Senior All Night Party

TICKETS for the Senior All Night Party are available from
Cindy Gulledge at CHS for $20. The party will be held after
graduation on June 12th at Dixon Recreation Center at OSU.
Scholarships are available, inquire in the Counseling Office. For
information or questions, contact Chris Fagin at 752-6841.

The Senior All Night Party will be one of

Volunteer Sign-up  your student’s best memories.

The Senior All Night Party is after
graduation, the night of June 12 at Dixon
Recreation Center at OSU. The success of the party depends on parents to fill almost
300 volunteer positions. Past volunteers say it’s great fun! This is a once-in-your-student’s-
lifetime experience and an opportunity to share it with him/her. There are many ways to
help- during the party and even some behind the scenes work prior to the party. We
still need to fill a couple of key organizational planning positions - Store and Graphics. If
you might be interested and would like more information about either of these contact
Barb Gilstrap (jbgil5@comecast.net) or Linda Ahlvin (Ahlvin@comcast.net). The earlier you
sign up the more choices you have! To volunteer or for more information contact CHS
Volunteer Chair, Roxann Weger at roxannweger@hotmail.com or eves at 758-3373.

Please be a part of it!

When emailing please include the following:

Volunteer’s Name: (list both names, if two from same family are volunteering)
1) 2

Phone Number: e-mail

Student’s Name:

Graduation Packets

Graduating Seniors should have received their graduation packets (order forms for
announcements and cap and gowns and lots of other stuff) in their classrooms. The Jostens
representative will be scheduling a pick-up date in December. If you are a graduating
Senior and did not get your packet, please see Mrs. Gulledge in the Counseling Center as
soon as possible. Please let the Counseling Center know right away if you are graduating
early and if you plan on walking and going to the all night party.

Final Exam Schedule

Final exams are scheduled for January 31st and February 1st, 2006. The following is the
schedule breakdown:

Monday, January 30- ‘ALL classes day, schedule 1- no finals, 45 minute class periods

Tuesday, January 31- EVEN classes day, schedule 1- teachers may schedule finals for
even periods in the 95 minute traditional block schedule

Wednesday, February 1- ODD classes day, schedule 1- teachers may schedule finals
for odd periods in the 95 minute traditional block schedule

Thursday and Friday, February 2 and 3 are non-student days - NO SCHOOL

Leadership Class Holiday Spaghetti Dinner

The Corvallis High School Leadership class is holding the 4th Annual Holiday Community
Spaghetti Dinner. We are able to provide this meal because of the generosity of individuals
and businesses in the community. Your family can participate by sending food and utensils
with your students from Monday November 28th to Friday, December 9th. There will be
collection boxes in each classroom and in the main office. We are asking each grade to
bring the following; however, any donations are welcome.

Freshman: Spaghetti Noodles
Sophomores: Vegetarian sauce
Juniors: Vegetarian Sauce

Seniors: Plastic utensils, paper plates,
cups, apple or grape juice.

Please join us for dinner,
Wednesday, December 14
at 6 p.m. in the CHS cafeteria!
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You are cordially invited to
the Public Grand Opening
for Corvallis High School
2:00-4:00 PM
Saturday, December 3, 2005

1400 NW Buchanan Avenue, Corvallis, OR

For information call 757-3850.
Refreshments and tours will be available.
Parking available at Linus Pauling
Middle School, 1111 NW Cleveland
Avenue, with a continual shuttle service
provided 1:45-4:15 PM.

to Spain,
Summer
2006! 4

There will be an
informational meeting on Thurs.,
Dec. 8, 2005 at 6:30 pm in room 219 for
students and their parents interested
in a study-homestay program in San
Sebastidn, Spain this summer.

Tentative dates for the 3 week program
are June 17-July 8, 2006. The estimated
price of the trip is $2,950 which includes:
round-trip airfare, transportation in
Spain, homestay placement with all
meals, weekday Spanish classes, activities,
excursions, and more! Activities include
a tour of San Sebastidn, a kayak lesson
and trip around the bay, a visit to a fishing
village and an international soccer match.
Excursions take students to the French
Basque country, Pamplona, Biarritz and
San Juan de Luz. Students must have
completed Spanish 2 before the trip!
Hope to see you there!

If you cannot attend the meeting, please
contact Jane Kiekel or Teddi Crotti at CHS
for more information.

Immunizations

Parents: Some of our students
are missing required immunizations.
State Law requires a second Measles,
3 Hepatitis B vaccines and vaccination
against chicken pox IF a student has not
had the disease. Letters were sent out
November 18 to those parents whose
students need immunizations. The
needed vaccines are indicated on the
letters. Please call Cindy Gulledge at
7575-5910 if you have questions.
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BEYOND CHS - Life after High School

ASPIRE

As we enter the holiday season, I am happy to report that the ASPIRE program is up and
running! In the ASPIRE program, volunteer mentors work one on one with CHS students
to help them achieve their career and college goals. Currently, our community includes
25 students, 11 volunteer mentors, and is continuing to grow....We are always happy to
welcome new volunteers and students! Please contact Catherine Driscoll, the ASPIRE
Program Coordinator, if you are interested in hearing more. Office: Room 119, Phone:
(541) 766-4838, E-mail: Catherine.Driscoll@corvallis.k12.or.us

College Financial Aid Night

Learn how to “Make College Financial Planning Count”

PARENTS, you are invited to financial aid night on Tuesday, December 6 at 7:00 p.m. at
CHS. This is the first time that we are using this organization but their other presentations
have been very good. This financial aid night is not about filling out the FAFSA in a step
by step process. That will be done at the financial aid night at Philomath HIgh School on
Wednesday, December 7 at 6:30 p.m. and all CHS parents are invited to attend that as well.
My suggestion is that parents who are concerned about financial aid attend both sessions,
it’s probably a total time commitment of 3.5 hours and it may save parents thousands of
dollars.

Making College Financial Planning Count is designed to help parents gain an
understanding of how the college financing process works, including options available
to develop a college funding strategy, how to plan for and manage all college costs and
different types of financial aid available. Parents will learn how to send their child to college
without risking their financial future.

“A student’s entry into higher education after high school is a key transitional period for
both students AND parents alike,” said JR Cifani, Vice President of Monster’s Making It
Count Programs. “Our goal with Making College Financial Planning Count is to assist the
parents by providing sound financial options and solutions for the major investment that
a college education demands.”

Last year more than 500 high schools across the country hosted Making It Count’s
college financing seminar. On average, parents rated the value of the ideas presented in
the program a 9 on a ten-point scale. The program is presented in conjunction with Bank
of America, one of the nation’s leading providers of education financing solutions and
services for students and their families.

Please contact Nancy Schaffer if you have any questions, 757-5711

Workshops

The following two workshops cover topics most frequently requested in the recent
training survey done by SEAC.

Aspergers - December 8, 2005 - from 6:30 - 8:30 PM in Philomath at Clemens Primary
School. Pre-registration is required. Contact Leah Skipworth at Iskipworth@orpti.org , or
call 503-581-8156 x214 leave your name, phone and workshop you are registering for.

High School Graduation and Post Secondary Transitions - An in depth look
at the issues offered by Oregon PTI, Benton County DD, Vocational Rehabilitation and
Benton County Brokerage - December 10, 2005 - from 8:00 AM to Noon at the Benton
County Health Department in Corvallis. Pre-registration is required. Contact Leah
Skipworth at Iskipworth@orpti.org or call 503-581-8156 x214 leave your name, phone and
workshop you are registering for.

Climate Committee

CHS Climate Committee is made up of parents, students, and staff. We meet monthly
to discuss issues, gather information, and advise the administration on items related to
our school climate like Spartan Traditions, dress code, course offerings, behavior support,
and school events. If you are interested in helping us make CHS an even better place
to work and learn, please contact Dawn Granger at 757-5871. We are currently seeking
community members to add to our diversity.

~3~

Home Access for Online

Resources

Go to the CHS library website: www2.
corvallis.k12.or.us/chs/services/library/
index.htm

EBSCO has many different databases
of magazines and newspapers
+ Click on EBSCO
« Click on All EBSCO Databases
+ Username: corvalli
» Password: oslis
The Oregonian the full-text online
newspaper
+ Click on The Oregonian
» Username: corvalli
«» Password: oslis
Grolier Online Encyclopedia
includes three complete encyclopedias
« Click on Grolier Online
» Login name: 509j
» Password: oregon
Career Information System
« Click on CIS
+» Login name: corvallisHS
+ Password: spartans
Library Online Catalog a database
of all books in all libraries in Corvallis
School District
« Click on Corvallis School District
Libraries
Remember to cite your sources!
Citation Maker an interactive
bibliographic tool
» Go to EBSCO
« Scroll to find “Citing Sources,’
« Click on Citation Maker

College Visits
Southern Oregon, Dec. 1 at 9:30

NHS

National Honor Society Induction
will be Wednesday, December 7th, in the
Auditorium, at 7:00 pm. All are invited.
Come and welcome our new members.

Lost and Found

All lost clothing will be placed in blue
tubs located in our school cafeteria.
Unclaimed clothing will be donated to
Vina Moses during winter break, spring
break and the end of June. All valuable
items will be kept in our attendance office.
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Plan Ahead for Spring Sports

If you are planning to participate in a sport this Spring and have not participated in a Fall
or Winter sport, please plan to get a physical scheduled with your physician. This would
apply to those students who do not have a physical on file from last year. If you have any
questions, please ask now. Don't wait until the last minute: we will start clearing Spring
athletes on Monday, February 6, 2006!

Sports Information
Congratulations! OSAA recognizes the Boys Cross Country team for their outstanding
academics by placing 5th in the state with a team GPA of 3.77.

Congratulations also to our Boys Soccer team for placing 1st in league and our Girls
Soccer team for placing 3rd in the league. Both teams qualified for the state playoffs. Our
Boys Cross Country team placed 3rd at districts and our Girls Cross Country team placed
4th. Michael Weller and Beth Dunfield both qualified for the State Cross Country Meet.

Following are the all-league recipients for Fall season:

Girls Soccer

1st Team: Tiffany Spaulding, Katey Borman, Monica Truax
2nd Team: McKenzie Redberg, Maya Heck
Honorable Mention: Erin Bell, Chelsea Ross

Boys Soccer

Player of the Year: Justin Woodward
1stTeam: Justin Woodward, Tim Muravez, Gabe Babcock, Wade Penner
2nd Team: Bryce Oglesby, Sergio Sanchez, Nic Amedo
Honorable Mention: Mitch Duncombe, Rusty Hand

Volleyball @

3rd Team: Emily Mercer
Honorable Mention: Edyth Lee-Barnes

Cross Country

1st Team: Michael Weller, Beth Dunfield
3rd Team: Dan Storm, Phillip Bozarth-Dreher

Football

2nd Team: John Roy (offense), Robert Ingle (safety), Curtis L
Dodson (defense), Justin Volker (defense)

3rd Team: Wade Penner (kicker), John Roy (defense), Teddy
Badege (offense)

Honorable Mention: Frank Porter, Cameron Hein, Anthony
Emmons (RB/Punter), Jordan Fred, Shane Durando, Garret
Caster, Tom Kuenzli, Zander Hull

Flu Season Information
Parents — the flu season is upon us and the Center for Disease Control has provided

some guidelines so we might avoid getting ill:

+ Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance
from others to protect them from getting sick, too.

« If possible, stay home from work, school and errands, when you are sick. You will help
prevent others from catching your illness.

+ Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It may prevent
those around you from getting sick.

» Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs.

+ Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs are often spread when a person touches
something that is contaminated with germs and then touches :
his or her eyes, nose or mouth. ' p LA

+ Students with a temperature of 100 degrees or higher must be .._'._,.-’-'
sent home. Please make sure your student has a back-up plan if -
you are not available to transport them.

Winter Formal Dance

Our CHS Winter Formal is scheduled
for Saturday, December 3 from 8:30
until 11:00 pm. 1t will take place in our
school cafeteria. All CHS sponsored
dances are chaperoned by CHS staff and
parents. Additionally the Benton County
sheriff deputies patrol the areas inside and
outside the dance. All school rules are in
effect at all CHS sponsored dances.

Parents FYI...

As a point of parent information,
CHS staff wants to alert parents that
the dances being held at places such as
the fairgrounds and other buildings in
the area are not CHS sponsored events.
We have recently had phone inquiries
about these events. Additionally, we
want parents to know that events such
as the junior campout and senior skip
day, both spring activities, are not school
sponsored events and consequently are
not chaperoned by CHS staff.

Dances/Social Events

The rules of good conduct and
grooming shall be observed for school
dances and social events. All students and
guests must have photo identification and
show it at the door. Student body cards
are preferred. Additional charges may be
added for students without student body
cards. No guests in middle school or age
19 or over are allowed. All guests must
be registered in the main office by the
host student by the established deadline.
The person inviting the guest will share
responsibility for the conduct of the
guests. Anyone leaving before the official
end of the activity will not be readmitted.
Breathalyzers may be used for students
suspected of alcohol use.
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Parent Connection Focus

There was quite a discussion about students and alcohol use during the November Parent
Connection Meeting. A suggestion has been made to hold the next evening Parent Connection
meeting (Feb.) about alcohol and drug use. It is more prevalent than we'd like to think...

A poem sent from a CHS mom:
1 am a mom who cares about all the kids at CHS. Hopefully parents will talk to their
kids and no one at CHS will ever have to feel this pain. My message is:
Please drive safely!

I went to a party, I'm sure the guy had no idea,

And remembered what you said. While he was flying high

You told me not to drink, Mom " Because he chose to drink and drive,

So I had a sprite instead. W i Now I would have to die.

I felt proud of rpyself, h So why do people do it, Mom
The way you said I would, =~ Knowing that it ruins lives?
That I didn’t drink and drive,

And now the pain is cutting me,

Though some friends said I should. Like a hundred stabbing knives.

I made a healthy choice, Tell sister not to be afraid, Mom
And your advice to me was right, Tell daddy to be brave
The party finally ended,

And when I go to heaven,

And the kids drove out of sight. Put Daddy’s Girl on my grave.

I got into my car,

Sure to get home in one piece,

I never knew what was coming, Mom
Something I expected least.

Someone should have taught him,
That it’s wrong to drink and drive.
Maybe if his parents had,

I'd still be alive.

Now I'm lying on the pavement,

And I hear the policeman say,

The kid that caused this wreck was
drunk, Mom,

his voice seems far away.

My breath is getting shorter, Mom
I'm getting really scared.

These are my final moments,

And I'm so unprepared.

I wish that you could hold me Mom,
My own blood’s all around me,

As I lie here and die.
As L try hard not to cry. I wish that I could say, “I love you,
I can hear the paramedic say, Mom”
This girl is going to die. So I'love you and goodbye.
Attendance

CHS needs your help in reporting absences. If your child has been or will be absent, please call
the CHS Attendance Office at 757-5888 as soon as possible. If you do not call, the computer
will record your child’s absence as unexcused. After 48 hours, absences cannot be excused.
Notes are not accepted in place of a phone call.

Absences may be excused at the request of a student’s parent/guardian because of
illness, disability, illness in the immediate family requiring the student’s presence, a family
emergency, religious reasons or anything the school deems appropriate (up to 5 pre-arranged
absences per semester). Students who are eighteen years old may request their own absences
be excused.

Encourage your child to attend all classes; but if a class is missed, clear excused absences
in a timely fashion by calling to give the exact date of absence, clock or period of absence
and please spell the student’s last name clearly.

Do you still get a phone call from the “Automated” call system? - even AFTER you have
called the Attendance line to excuse your student? Please be aware that when you have
called to excuse your student from being absent for a certain period class, your student still
may have missed another class the same day, in which the Automated phone system will
dial out for the class that is left unexcused.

~5 o~

Parent Connection Dates
Meetings held in Beyond CHS

December8 ........ noon
January 12......... noon
February 15...... 7:00 pm
March9 ........... noon
April 13............ noon
May 18 ............ noon
Guidelines for

Student Visitors

+ Visitation is not allowed if the guest
student lives within 60 miles of
Corvallis (Valley League principal’s
agreement).

+ The guest must be of high school age
and a “student in good standing” at
their school.

« A “Visitor’s Request Form” must be
completed by the host student at least
24 hours prior to the visit (available in
the main office).

+ Any violation of school guidelines during the
visit may result in both students being sent
home.

Additional Attendance
Information

Please make arrangements with your
student/s prior to school hours about
Doctor & Ortho. Appointments, along
with after school transportation.

“Unless there is an emergency” - all
notes will be posted on student lockers.
This also applies to “reminder notes”.
Please let your student know to check
their lockers now and then just incase
there may be a note on it.

An “Attendance Record” is posted
outside of the Attendance Office. This
record shows the students attendance for
the previous day and current day. If you
receive an “Automated” telephone call,
stating that your student has missed one
or more classes-and you feel this is an
error, please have your student check the
attendance record to see which teacher
marked them absent. If this was an error,
the student and teacher can resolve it.

Thank you for your cooperation,
—Debbie Begin -Attendance Secretary
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Loms-Eenton

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

High School

Connections

www.linnbenton.edu/highs

Ry

COLLEGE NOW ----------

Last year over 1,300 high school students earned over 11,000 coll¢ge credits and saved |

over $600,000 through the LBCC College Now program. College Now

provides high school

students an opportunity to earn college credit at your high school. Start your collegg career early. The courses
available vary by high school, depending on high school teachers’ qualifications gnd high school courses

available. It costs only $15 as a one-time expense for multiple college credits. See y

ur high school counselor

or teacher for more information or go to this WEB site: wuww. linnbenton.edu/bighschool/collegenow. himl [

PREPARING FO
Financial Aid/Scholarships

It's never too early to look for available s
aid forms. (FAFSA) Access forms at: wewu)

College Success Classes

LBCC provides a variety of courses to prepg
experience; career exploration classes are
a career. Watch for the Winter Quarter sch
or go online now to see a complete listing
sis.linmbenton.edu/courses.biml

Dual Enrollment Progra

If Oregon State University is your destinat
learn more about the LBCG/OSU Degree
the LBCC/0SU Dual Enrollment program.)
opportunities and provides strong conneg
early in your college career. “Enjoy the b
Check it out: www.linnbenton. edu/dua

LBCC Open House

Watch for the next newsletter from LBCC
College-wide open house to be held on F
and parents are encouraged to attend to
how to make good career choices, and h

LBCC is an equal opportunity institution.

R COLLEGE

holarships and to complete financial
linnbenton.edu/sservices/finaid

re individuals for a successful college
Iso available if you need help selecting
dule in your mailbox in late November
f available courses.

m

jon following high school graduation,
Partnership program (formerly called
This program expands your educational
tions with OSU programs and advisors
st of both worlds!”

lenrollment

as well as the local newspapers for a
bruary 21, 2006. High school students
earn more about career opportunities,
w to finance a college education.
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