Sweet Home Project Proposal Guidelines

Physics

Here is the format for your Sweet Home project proposal.  Each individual needs to submit his or her own version.  Your report should reflect your own work – it will be similar to your group members’ reports, but do not simply copy or retype someone else’s report.  Please include the headings for each section in your paper.  Your assessment will consist of the following parts:

1. Completed hardcopy of your final paper.  Due Wednesday, April 7th.  (100 points)

2. Post your final paper on your website by Wednesday, April 7th.  (no points by itself, but if this is not done, your score for your hardcopy will be zero – and there will be no negotiations here).  If you wish to make sure that Mr. K can access your paper online, come use Mr. K’s computer and see if it works.

3. A score from your parents.  Your parent is asked to utilize the criteria listed below to assign a grade to your paper.  Parental scores can be submitted to Mr. K one of two ways:  via email, or written on a piece of paper and turned in by the student.  Parental scores must be submitted by Wednesday, April 7th at the latest.  (30 points)

Your project proposal will communicate to me exactly what your group will be studying, what materials your group will need, and when your group will be performing each task.  In addition, your proposal needs to be developed through research; in other words, you will not be making decisions based on your opinions.  You will be making decisions based on the opinions of other researchers who have done similar studies to yours.  This will ensure that 1) your methodology is accepted by the scientific community and 2) the data you collect will properly support your study goals.  Your proposal should include at least 5 separate scientific references, two of which should be from non-internet sources.
Before your group continues your investigation, your proposal needs to be approved by me.  Each member of your group should submit a separate proposal; the proposals will be similar but should reflect an individual writing effort.  Copying the work of a group partner is not acceptable.  Your word-processed proposal is due on Wednesday, April 7th.  Your proposal should be approved by Monday, April 18th.  You are welcome to submit your proposal earlier so that your group can continue your investigation.

Proposal Format (what Mr. K will be grading)

Title (5 points)

Follow the guidelines listed in Final Research Paper Guidelines found on the Sweet Home Web Site).

Introduction (35 points)

Follow the guidelines listed in Final Research Paper Guidelines found on the Sweet Home Web Site).  To potentially save you work when writing your final paper, go ahead and write this in past tense, even though you have not completed your investigation yet.  Be sure to address all things listed in Guidelines.

Methods (35 points)

Follow the guidelines listed in Final Research Paper Guidelines found on the Sweet Home Web Site).  To potentially save you work when writing your final paper, go ahead and write this in past tense, even though you have not completed your investigation yet.  Be sure to address all things listed in Guidelines. For the proposal, you do not need to include the procedures for the following:

· Instrumental Neutron Activation Analysis (INAA -- the procedure at the reactor used to find arsenic concentration).

· The procedure that will be used to prepare soil samples here at CV for INAA analysis at OSU.

List of Materials (5 points)

Provide a list of all materials you will be supplying, that you expect the school’s science department to supply, and that need to be purchased.

Timeline (5 points)

In this section, you should spell out each task of your data collection and analysis procedures.  This does not need to be supported by research; your timeline is an estimate of when you will be doing the various tasks that comprise your project and how long each task will take.  Each member of your group should have a copy of the timeline.  Please type your timeline as a table so it is easy to follow.

List of Data to be Collected (5 points)

Included a listing (a bulleted list is fine here) of all of the data you will need to collect over the course of your project.  If the data you are going to collect depends upon physical restrictions, (i.e. access to the creek), state your best estimate and what factors your decision will depend upon.

Literature Cited (5 points)
Include a list of references.  Follow the APA guidelines as identified on the link on the Sweet Home Web Page.

Five points will also be awarded for adherence to guidelines presented on the Final Research Paper Guidelines found on the Sweet Home Web Site.  

Criteria Used By Parents To Grade Papers

Assign a score between 0 – 30 for your student’s paper.  Please feel free to assist students with their final product.  It is my hope that you might offer help / encouragement / advice as students work to complete their proposals.  Your (parental) involvement is my primary motivation in this grading aspect of the assignment.  I want the students to submit outstanding papers that are representative of what the students are capable of.  As with any of us, written work is always improved when constructive criticism is provided.

I usually find it helpful to break points I assign to a project up into parts.  So, what I would ask is that of the 30 points you are assigning, please apportion the points to the following categories.  Points should reflect how well the student communicates and answer to each of the following four questions within their write-up:

· Neatness and organization.  Is the proposal organized? (0 – 10 points)
· Grammar and writing.  In general, does the student use proper grammar and sentence / paragraph structure?  Or are there glaring errors that have not been corrected? (0 – 10 points)
· Effectiveness of communication.  Is the student effective in conveying the information, ideas, and content they wish to convey?  In talking to your student, what they are trying to convey should become clear.  (0 – 10 points)
PARENTS:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SCORE YOU ASSIGN AND THE SCORE I (MR. K) ASSIGNS ARE ASSESSING DIFFERENT THINGS.  YOUR SCORE FOCUSES ON THE GENERAL QUALITY OF THEIR WRITING.  MY SCORE REFLECTS ADHERENCE TO PROPER SCIENCE AND DETAILS ASSOCIATED WITH SCIENTIFIC WRITING.  SINCE WE ARE BOTH GRADING TWO DIFFERENT THINGS, DO NOT NECESSARILY EXPECT YOUR SCORE AND MY SCORE TO CORRELATE (although I would not be surprised if they do – but do not necessarily expect it).  A great writer might miss all of the details associated with technical writing as identified in class.

