1. Put on a pair of latex gloves.

2. Select a sample (bedrock, soil, or plant).

3. Prepare the sample for drying.

· If the sample is soil:  obtain a quantity that is representative of all material in the original sample bag.

· If the sample is a plant:  The plant must be washed to remove ALL soil.  After the soil has been removed, select portions of all parts of the plant (i.e. root, stem, branches, leaves, petals, flowers, etc…).  Select an equal amount of each.  Save some of the plant for Mrs. Hee to identify later, but process enough material to completely fill your Petri dish.

4. Obtain a Petri dish.  Label the bottom of the Petri dish using a Sharpie with your group number and the sample number (in red on the plastic bag).

5. Obtain the mass of the Petri dish.  Record this number.

6. Obtain the “wet” mass of your sample.  Record this number.

7. Place the sample in one of the two drying ovens.

